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Tullibardine had adopted the advice of George Keith, Earl Marischal, and
advanced on Inverness. As it was, the dissensions among the Jacobite
chiefs, together with the lukewarmness of the Highlanders, contributed to
make the expedition desperate from the very first. The behaviour of the
Spaniards throughout bears valuable testimony to the thoroughness of
Alberoni's military reforms. Under his energetic rigime the Spanish
army had vastly improved. Of his administrative ability the letters in
this volume afford ample proof. They also make it pretty clear that
Ormonde was quite incapable of taking charge of a Jacobite expedition.
On the whole the letters are most interesting reading and throw consider-
able light on an enterprise which has been for the most part ignored by
English historians. ABTHUB HASSALL.

Les Porte/euilles du President Bouhicr: Extraits de Fragments de
Correspondences LitUraires. Par EMMANUEL DE BROGUE. (Paris:
Hachette et Cie. 1896.)

THE prince de Broglie has dipped a laborious pen into the wonderful
well of the past, and it has come out covered with petrifactions. Yet I
for one gladly own to having read his painstaking record of nugae antiquae
with considerable interest, although there are faculties of the mind which
have to lie dormant as one peruses the correspondence of the worthy
president a mortier of the parliament of Burgundy and his Parisian
friends in the earlier years of the reign of Louis XV. Bouhier himself
was an eminent magistrate and descended from eminent magistrates; he
owned a very notable library, accumulated by his ancestors and himself,
which was long the pride of Dijon, and which even the Revolution, though
dispersing it, proved unable to destroy; his own literary tastes were
intensely Ciceronian, but it was perhaps less to them than to his genius
for correspondence that he owed the unique honour of being elected a
member of the French Academy, although a provincial by residence.
From the enormous mass of letters to and from this excellent man, of
which the major part has found its way into the national library at Paris,
the prince de Broglie has, with indefatigable assiduity, and by no means
without taste and skill, selected a series of typical correspondences for the
purpose of extracts and commentary. After Valincourt, who was a
shadow of Racine, comes the abb6 d'Olivet, who in his youth copied
Boileau in his old age. The disappointments of a literary career, which in
France have always culminated in definitive exclusion from the Academy,
are illustrated by the lamentations of Le Blanc, whose notes of his visit
to England may incidentally interest those who have followed M.
Jusserand's recently published inquiries into the knowledge of Shakespeare
obtaining in France under the ancien rigime. The relatively largest
number of pages is allotted to the president's correspondence with
Mathieu Marais, the Paris advocate and collaborator with Bayle, who is
already known as a shrewd and curious observer to readers of Sainte-
Beuve and of that admirable delineator of French society before the
Revolution, M. Aubertin. In all these correspondences, and those which
are grouped together in the prince de Broglie's last two chapters, is
observable the same more or less complete detachment of literary from
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political and deeper social interests, a detachment which it is so difficult
for our age to comprehend. Only an occasional echo reaches us of the
war of the Polish succession; and the conclusion of the peace of
Versailles, which ended that war, and which M. de Broglie thinks
Fleury's masterpiece, is accepted without praise or blame of its terms.
To the condition of the French rural population there is, I think, only a
single allusion in the whole volume.

Of the literary matters which absorb the attention of the president
and his friends it cannot be but that most should have long since lost
their savour. But even so this collection would be saved from dulness by
the single fact that, in spite of the writers of these letters themselves, who
are to a man suspicious or jealous of his advance, Voltaire, and no other
than Voltaire, is already the most prominent figure in the literature of
which he was so soon to become the dictator. The president at Dijon is
too much of a man of the world and a man of breeding even to hint
dislike; but, altogether apart from the fact that Voltaire was not a Bur-
gundian like his would-be rival, Piron, his versatility, his restlessness, and
his incomparable power of causing himself to be talked about rendered
him antipathetic to our Academician in partibus. Strangely enough,
when the president Boubier was, in 174C, gathered to his fathers, it was
no other than Voltaire who succeeded to his fauteuil. It was, however,
D'Alembert, and not Voltaire, who some years later at the Academy pro-
nounced a eulogy, which justly excites the indignation of the prince de
Broglie by its attempt to exhibit the worthy man and excellent Christian
in the guise of a philosopher. But death-beds are not the best assured
chapters of historical biography.

The most attractive of President Bouhier's literary enthusiasms will
nowadays be found in his admiration for Madame de Se'vigne', whose
letters remained in manuscript till 1725, when the first edition of them
was published by the bishop of Lucon, one of the sons of Bussy-Babutin;
but they were already known in manuscript to an esoteric circle of
admirers, and it is to the credit of Bouhier that he was moved by his local
patriotism as a Burgundian, combined in this instance with a sound
literary instinct, to become one of the most zealous and devoted heralds
of the fame of a true French classic. I say a true classic, for although
quite ready to confess a personal liking for the letters of Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu, I must respectfully demur to the prince de Broglie's
assertion that Us Anglais se plaisent d Vopposcr d madamc de Sivigni.

A. W. WAKD.

La Diplomazia Pontificals e la Prima Spartizione della Polonia. Per
F. AUOUSTO DB BENEDETTI. (Pistoia: Tip. Flori e Biagini. 189C.)

IT is probably true to say that no good history of the partition of Poland
has yet been written. Ameth, Hermann, Solovieff have done much, but
even they have left practically untouched the question of the relations of
the papacy to Poland. Poland, the Spain of the north, was profoundly
catholic. Its history begins with the introduction of Christianity, and the
connexion between Poland and Italy became close. Polish students were
found at Padua and Bologna ; Italian men of letters were welcomed in
Poland. Poles and Italians fought together in Italian wars; many noble

 at U
niversity of Iow

a L
ibraries/Serials A

cquisitions on July 20, 2015
http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

